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______________________________________________________________________________ 

In 2020, High Country activities brought at least  

$1,027,520** 

 in grants and investments to Southeast Idaho; addressing key issues 

such as water, conservation, community development, education and 

public safety. 



 

 

High Country FY 2020 at a glance: 
 

 Employed 8 people for a total of $67,390 in wages. 

 

 Brought $654,040 into SE Idaho via grants written & awarded to 

support community projects and improve public safety. 

 

 Injected over $100,000 into the SE Idaho economy via payments to 

local contractors 

 

 Raised over $108,985 for the Upper Snake River Cloud Seeding Effort 

that resulted in 8.2 % more snow deposited in the mountains of SE Idaho 

than mother nature would have dropped on her own.    

 

 Enabled organizations in seven counties work across jurisdictions to share 

expertise and resources treating noxious and invasive weeds on about 

10,787 acres.  These acres would not otherwise have been treated. 

 

 Engaged over 55 landowners in Wildfire Awareness & Defensible Space 

Programs 

 

 Assisted Six community groups/organizations find the resources they 

needed to move their projects forward. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Our Mission 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

We: 

Help people and communities find the expertise and resources 

they need to plan and implement projects that improve the 

quality of life 

 

AND 

 

Assist communities and organizations to work across 

jurisdictional boundaries to address regional issues and take 

advantage of regional opportunities. 

 

 

Our Board 2020 
__________________________________________________________ 
 

BONNEVILLE   Dave Radford  County Commissioner 

BUTTE    Brian Harrell  County Commissioner 

CLARK    Nick Hillman  County Commissioner 

CUSTER    Randy Corgatelli  County Commissioner 

FREMONT    Lee Miller   County Commissioner 

JEFFERSON    Roger Clark   County Commissioner 

LEMHI    Brett Barsalou  County Commissioner 

MADISON    Brent Mendenhall  County Commissioner 

TETON    Cindy Riegel  County Commissioner 

TETON, WY    Steve McDonald  Teton County   

         Conservation District  

CITY REP    Rod Nichols   St. Anthony City Council 

 

 



 

 

2020 Officers 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

President – Lee Miller 

Vice President – Cindy Reigel 

Secretary/Treasurer – Roger Clark 

 

 

 
 

 

Who We Are 
__________________________________________________________ 
High Country RC&D is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit organization incorporated in the State of 

Idaho.  We serve the people and communities of: Bonneville, Butte, Clark, Custer, Fremont, 

Jefferson, Lemhi, Madison, and Teton Counties in Idaho, and the Alta Area of Teton County 

Wyoming.  We provide technical assistance and “know-how” to organizations; helping 

them to implement projects that improve the quality of life in Southeast Idaho.  (Upon 

request and subsequent approval of the board, we also serve communities and 

organizations in Bingham and Bannock Counties. 

 

 

 

Many Thanks to our 2020 Sponsors 
 

 

BONNEVILLE COUNTY 
 Bonneville County Commission 
 East Side SWCD 
 West Side SWCD 
 City of Ammon 

 
BUTTE COUNTY 

 Butte County Commission 

 Butte SWCD 

 Acro/Butte BIC 

 Moore Community Association 
 

 

CLARK COUNTY 
 Clark County Commission 

 Clark SCD 
 
 

CUSTER COUNTY 
 Custer County Commission 

 Custer SWCD 
 
 

 



 

 

FREMONT COUNTY 
 Fremont County Commission 

 Yellowstone SWCD 

 City of St. Anthony 

 City of Ashton 

 City of Newdale 
 

JEFFERSON COUNTY 
 Jefferson County Commission 

 Jefferson SWCD 

 City of Rigby 
 

LEMHI COUNTY 
 Lemhi County Commission 

 Lemhi SWCD 
 

 
 

 

MADISON COUNTY 
 Madison County Commission 

 Madison SWCD 

 City of Rexburg 

 City of Sugar City 
 

TETON COUNTY, ID 
 Teton County Commission 

 City of Driggs 
 

TETON COUNTY, WY 
 Teton Conservation District 

 

OTHERS: 
 Bank of Idaho 

 City of Atomic City 

 

 

 
 

 

2020 Project Review 
 

 
 

Cloud Seeding Program: (On-going):  



 

 

We continue to coordinate the cloud seeding effort of five counties and over 30 

organizations who support 25 manually operated ground generators in the 

Upper Snake River Valley.  Our project partners with Idaho Power, who provide 

meteorologists, 25 additional remotely-operated ground generators, and an 

airplane.  For the 2019-20120 season, the cooperative effort resulted in an 8.2% 

increase in snowpack in the Upper Snake River Valley. 

 

 

Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) Community Assistance: (On-going)  
We were involved with these on-going projects that help reduce risks from wildfire.  

Those projects are:   

 Bannock WUI - working with five homeowners in the Johnny Creek   

Watershed, in Pocatello, ID for a total of 7.3 acres this field season.  Fuels 

reduction plans were completed for all the participants.  Our project, which is 

funded by USDI Bureau of Land Management, provides homeowners with 

technical assistance and cost share to remove fuel hazards from their 

properties.   

 Jack Branch/Booth Canyon Community Protection Project – Palisades Area of 

Bonneville County.  We have partnered with the Bonneville County to manage 

and implement an Idaho Department of Lands (IDL) grant.  In September, High 

Country assisted Bonneville County to entered into a new Phase II agreement 

the Lake View and Kellogg Lane area of the Jack Branch/Booth Canyon project.  

High Country is working with 9 landowners in Lakeview area and 4 landowners 

in the Kellogg Lane area for a total of approximately 50 acres of hazardous fuels 

to be removed in the spring and summer of 2021.   

 Menan Buttes WUI - We are partnering with the Jefferson Central Fire District, 

Madison Fire District, and the USDI Bureau of Land Management to provide 

wildfire defensible space education and a fuels reduction cost share program to 

the people who live in the vicinity of the Buttes. In early October 2019, High 

Country RC&D staff met with the Central Fire District, a contractor, and several 

landowners regarding defensible space projects in the area.  As a result, 

landowners expressed concern regarding campfires that start on BLM land along 

the trail system on North Menan Butte.  As a result, High Country RC&D, BLM, 

Jefferson Central Fire District, and a key landowner met on October 22, 2019 to 

discuss options of a defensible space buffer. An agreement was reached with 

BLM to offer landowners cost share to provide a 30–50 foot WUI buffer on 

property adjacent to BLM lands in the Menan Buttes.  Agreements with 

landowners will be conducted January – March 2021 to prepare for contracting 

and implementation in the summer of 2021. Additional defensible space 

coordination will continue in the area in 2021. 

 Teton County WUI – We have partnered with Teton Fire and Rescue to assist 

landowners in subdivisions which abut National Forest lands in southern Teton 



 

 

County to complete defensible space and hazardous fuels removal on their 

property.  In 2020, we assisted 7 landowners in the Grove Creek subdivision 

area to complete 68 acres of hazardous fuels removal. A couple more 

landowners are interested in participating in the project for the spring of 2021.  

Teton County Fire will burn sash piles in the spring of 2021.   This project will 

wrap up in June 2021.  High Country RC&D also assisted Teton County Fire in 

writing another IDL grant for the area that will begin in July 2021.   

 Utility Power Pole Protection - In the summer of 2019, a catastrophic 110,000-

acre wildfire burned many of the Rocky Mountain Power (RMP) poles and 

resulted in widespread power outages between Idaho Falls to Arco and beyond. 

After the fire, High Country RC&D reached an agreement between Rocky 

Mountain Power (RMP) and their parent company, Pacific Corp to treat 200 

poles on their 69 KV line (only line serving Arco, ID).  The treatment includes a 

fire-retardant material that is attached to poles.  Work began in late October 

and finished in early late November 2019. On December 2, 2019. A total of 634 

power poles were treated with Genex Fire Mesh to protect the poles when 

exposed to high temperatures which include:   

o 69 KV line =   218 poles 

o 230 KV line =   280 poles 

o Antelope to Amps Sub= 136 poles 

Total poles treated =  634 poles  

Success is measured in effectiveness of treatment.  In July 2020, a 6,600-acre 

wildfire did not burn treated power poles.     

 Sand Creek Collaborative Project - This project and collaborative group grew 

out of a catastrophic wildfire in 2018 which burned 106,000 acres of highly 

productive rangeland and critical sage grouse habitat in eastern Idaho.  The 

multiple partners include fifteen private landowners, two counties, three state 

agencies, three federal agencies, three environmental groups and two 

agricultural associations.  High Country RC&D has coordinated the many 

partners and funding sources as they developed plans for a network of 

fuelbreaks to reduce the risk of another large wildland fire to the unburned 

100,000+ acre area.   Nearly 3,500 acres of fuelbreaks were identified to reduce 

risks of wildfire.  In 2019, aerial application of herbicide reduced woody 

vegetation was completed.  In the fall 2020, over 500 of those acres were 

scheduled to be mowed in those treated fuelbreak areas.  However, late season 

dry conditions and an early snowstorm postponed some of the mowing this fall.  

The remaining brush mowing will be completed over the next couple years.   In 

2020, thirteen private landowners utilized the area for grazing.  The group is 

discussing longer-term vegetation management to maintain the ecological 

function and productivity of this sagebrush steppe landscape in the Greater 

Yellowstone Ecosystem. 

   



 

 

 Rangeland Fire Resiliency - High Country RC&D in cooperation with BLM and 

USDS-NRCS entered into agreements to treat private rangelands to reduce risk 

of fire in areas that had become infested with the highly flammable cheatgrass 

invasive species.  In 2019, herbicide treatment was completed on 640 acres of 

cheatgrass infested rangeland near Arco, Idaho. In June 2020, the cost-share 

agreement with the Butte County landowners was completed.   Reseeding to 

control cheatgrass on the Arco landowner’s property was completed in the Fall 

2020 via aerial application with a mix of grass and forbs.  

 Heise Landowner/Agency WUI Collaborative - After meetings with Agency 

partners in 2019, the group identifying more work could be done to develop 

evacuation plans, shelter in place, etc.  which fall under the jurisdiction of the 

Jefferson County emergency services management office.  No additional 

defensible space work will be conducted in this area.  When BLM considers 

moving forward with treatment of federally owned land in the Heise area, High 

Country RC&D could facilitate landowner /agency meetings. In 2021, High 

Country RC&D can revisit the Jefferson County EMS managers to discuss 

evacuation plans, shelter in place plans, signage, etc. 

 City of Pocatello  - the City received a Western Fire Managers grant to provide 

defensible space treatment in the Johnny Creek area.  High Country RC&D is 

exploring the opportunity to provide technical assistance and fiscal 

management for this grant in 2021. 

 Atomic City Fuelbreak Maintenance (Ongoing) - Atomic City maintained 

(mowed) over seven miles of fuel break protecting the City and the BLM facility.  

As agreed, High Country assisted with obtaining additional funds for tractor 

repairs to complete the scheduled mowing.  Atomic City will continue to 

maintain the fuel break for the next five years. 

 

Upper Snake River Cooperative Weed Management Area (USRCWMA): 
a    collaboration of individuals, organizations, county governments and 

agencies (state & federal) in Bonneville, and parts of Jefferson and Bingham 

Counties. High Country provided coordination, grant writing, and grant 

administration for this three-county collaboration. This group treated 4,978 

acres with herbicide treatment; new invasive species treated are 530 acres; 

and biological control releases on 50 acres.  Total 5,558 acres of noxious and 

invasive weeds which would not have been treated by the counties on their 

own. 

 

Henry’s Fork Cooperative Weed Management Area: a collaboration of 

organizations, individuals, organizations, local governments and agencies 

(state and federal) in Fremont, Madison, Teton Counties, ID, Yellowstone NP, 

and Teton County WY. High Country provided coordination, grant writing, and 

grant administration for this three-county collaboration. This group provided 



 

 

herbicide treatment to 5,149 acres and 80 acres of biological treatment to 

control noxious and invasive weeds.  In 2020, a total of 5,229 acres were treated 

which would not have been treated by the counties on their own.  

 

National Association of RC&DC Youth Development Corp grant in cooperation with the National RC&D 

board and Brigham Young University – Idaho. This grant was two-fold to evaluate the NARCDC Youth 

Development Corp manual and identify RC&Ds still existing nationally.  In 2020, two classes of BYU-

Idaho students, a focus group from those classes, an intern and professors participated in this grant.  

The focus group reviewed the manual and provided input of ways to engage younger people in the 

RC&D organization was conducted.  This project will wrap up by March 2021.  This grant is funded by the 

National Association of RC&Ds and the USDA – NRCS.  

 

Bonneville Youth Development Council – In 2020, we helped the Bonneville Youth Development 

Council completed grant research for their organization.  We continue to assist the Board develop 

organizational policy. 

 

OPIOD Crisis Planning Grant was written by High Country RC&D to provide coordination to 9 Idaho 

Counties, local law enforcement, cities, Eastern Idaho Dept of Health and crisis centers in the area. This 

grant would have provided funds to coordinate efforts within the group of prevention, treatment and 

recovery of OPIODs. Although this project was not funded in 2020, another application will be submitted 

in 2021. 

 

Due to COVID-19, A Payroll Protection Program grant was awarded to High Country RC&D.  High 

Country was able to obtain approval as a small business to get back to work in June by following certain 

State guidelines relating to the pandemic.  In addition, High Country RC&D received a small grant from 

the Non-profit assurance alliance to provide staff members with personal protective equipment.   

 

The Butte County Incubation Center – We completed an USDA Rural Development Community 

Assistance / Facilities grant to repair the roof of the Incubation center.  This grant has been through its 

third review and will likely be funded in 2021. 

 

Butte Soil and Water Conservation District – High Country RC&D assisted the District by writing a 

2020 CHC grant to purchase a Great Plains no-till drill. 

 

 

**Here’s how we figured the $ in grants and investments on the front page. 

AWARDED GRANTS - written by High Country 

 $240,000 - IDL Hazardous Fuels Removal Grant for Bonneville County 

 $240,000 – IDL Hazardous Fuels Removal Grant for Teton County 

 $25,000 – BLM for implementing WUI hazardous fuels reduction projects in the area. 

 $78,181 – Idaho State Department of Agriculture (ISDA) Noxious Weed Cost-Share – Henrys Fork 

CWMA 

 $70,859 -  ISDA and Federal Noxious Weed Cost-Share – Upper Snake CWMA     



 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

COMMUNITY INVESMENTS – related to High Country assisted projects 

 $108,985– community sponsorship of Upper Snake Cloud Seeding Project 

 $ 50,000 – Idaho Power partnership in Upper Snake Cloud Seeding Project (match) 

 $18,700 – NARC&DC National grant  

 $ 10,000 – Landowner cost-share and volunteer work – Hazardous Fuels Reduction Projects 

 $107,758 - Sand Creek Collaborative & Pvt. Rangeland Fire Resiliency Landowner / agency match 

 $ 69,387  - Rocky Mountain Power (Power Pole Project) match 

 $  8,650 – Sponsors (Participating Counties, Cities, Non-Profits, and Soil & Water Conservation 

Districts) 

 

 


